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SERMON 


CataepraAL Church at Wincheſter, 
the xxix. of May, 168 1. 
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PsAL. 73. verl, 25. 


Whom have IT in Heaven but thee * And there « 
none upon Earth that IT defie beſides thee. 


all the thoughts, aGtions, and contrivances 

of Men tend 3 the point to which they are 

all direfted, is ſatisfaction. This is the great 

ſpring to all the various motions of mankind : and 

however diſtant and contrary their ways and courſes, 

their inclinations and conſtitutions arez yet here 
they all meet and concenter in this one reconcilin 
objet. Contentment and ſatisfa&ion is that whic 

the Learned ſeeks to obtain, in his induſtrious queſt 

after Knowledge. This jewel the Merchant ſeeks 

in his dangerous Voyages, the ambitious in his paſ- 

Honate purſuit of honour, the covetous in his un- 
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wearied heaping up of treaſure, the wanton in his 
pleaſing charms of beauty, the conquerour in his ear- 

neſt deſires of victory, and the Politician 1n his deep 
deſigns. . But alas! the miſery of Man is, That he 
would find that in the variety of the Creatures, which 
15 NO where to be found butin the unity of the Crea- 
tor, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. For 


abſolute content dwells not here below. It is not 


in Granaries fill'd with plenty, in ambitious Ha- 
7an's (tate and grandeur, in Sampſor's lovely Dali- 
lah's, tm Nebuchadnezzar's Rule over the world; it 
muſt ariſe from no other ſpring but God the Holy 
Trinity alone, who is the only principal of Being, 
and fountain of true content. And King David 
draws a right line to the immoveable Center, and di- 
res the Soul to the true Zenith of happineſs, God 
himſelf, Whozz have I in Heaven but thee 2 God a- 
lone is the pureſt truth, the chiefeſt good, and final 
end of intelligent Beings, which ſpeaks the: excellen- 
cy of Chriſtianity, in reference to the ſublimity of 
its object, which is not the 7» ay, the Univerſe, or 
boundary of the world 3 but God the "A>pa and 
Nu, from whence all goodneſs flows, the reſt, re- 


poſe and tranquility of all Creatures. Ariſtotle 1n his 


Metaphylicks, ſaith, That God 1s vivers, &termus & 
optimus;, a living, eternal and tranſcendent. Good. 
Plato in his Book de Legibus, faith, That God 1s bo- 
74s, & cauſa bonorum omniun, good ; and the cauſe 
of all. good things. And Cicero contemplating God 
in the happy fruition of himſelf, ſaith, Ez eſs Dez 
vita qua nihil beatins, nihil omnino bonis onmnibus af- 
fluentins cogitari poteſt 5, nihil enim agit, nullis occupa- 
tionibus ft implicatus, unlla opera molitur, ſud potentis 
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 &- virtute gandet, habet exploratum fore ſe ſemper 
tum maximis tum in eternis voluptatibus : ze. Such 1s 
the life of God, than which nothing is more happy, 
nothing in the world can be thought to abound 
with more good things ; he is implicated in no bu- 
fineſs, he undergoeth no labour, but 'enjoyeth his 
own power and virtue, and knows certainly that he 
{hall be always in tranſcendent pleaſures. God 1s 
the Haven of Eternal Felicity, where till we arrive 
in our Spirits, we are mazed in endlefs wandrings, 
tortur'd on the rack of ſelf-vexation, our deſires 
know no Shore or bottom. And there is no man 
but feels his ſoul too big for terreſtrial things, too 
noble to glut it ſelf with baſe corporeal pleaſures, 
and the underſtanding too ſublime a faculty to ſub- 
Ject it {elf to a brutiſh appetite 3 theſe things are ne- 
ver able to fill its vaſt capacities, but only the glori- 
ous Trinity, its Maker, and leaves no room for ſor- 
row to creep in, For the heart of man is triangular, 
which the whole circle of the world cannot fill (as 
Mathematicians ſay) but all. the corners. will com- 
plain of emptineſs for ſomething elſe. Nothing can 
_. fill the heart of Man but God. Nothing can fatis- 
fie it but the Divinity it ſel. There is nothing can 
{ive reſt to the ſoul, but only him that made it 3 for 
the heart of Man is like the Needle of the Compaſs, 
it hath a natural trembling to- the Pole, even the 
fruition of bliſs. And: then will the ſoul be pleaſed, _ 
when it lies down in the lap of Eternity, and the 
Triple Angle of mans heart ſatisfied, being united 
to God, the fountain of happineſs, where the An- 
els ſun themſelves for ever : and the myſtery of the 
acred Trinity ſhall be in full revelation, and that in- 
conceivable. 
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conceivable joy ſhall be opend to you, which 
changes not as the Moon, eclipſed as the Sun, 
nor ſet as the Stars. Holy David having traveſted 
and courſed the whole world in his thoughts, ' for 
a reſting place (like Noah's Dove) finds not amidft 
the (welling Tides of this world, whereon to ſtay his 
feet, returns back again to the Ark with this Olive- 
- branch in his mouth, No# eſt mortale quod opto. He 
finds no ſanQtuary but in Heaven, no ſafe repoſe but 
in the Almighty, Whom have I iz Heaven but thee ? 
And there is none upon Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
The Royal Prophet ſeemsto be now under the ſtorms 
of grief and trouble, and placed as it were inter ſu- 
ſpiria & lachrymas, between fighs and tearsz yet he 
Anchors his hopes upon Providence, and cheartully 
looks up to Heaven, fetching comfort from thence 
with a full aſlurance of Divine favour, and in all 
preſſures or difficulties whatſoever 'takes himſelf to 
his Harp and plays this divine Anthem, Whom have I 
in Heaven but thee® And there is none upon Earth 
that I deſire beſides thee, The words being Muſical, 
I ſhall follow the Allegory, and in it obſerve theſe 
Two genepals, .viz. The diſpoſition of parts, and 
the oppoſition of the notes on both. The diſpoſiti- 
on of parts are Aſpiratum and Lene, high and low. 

Firſt. High 1n a rational expoſtulation,. Whom 
have I in Heaven bnt thee ? 


Secondly, Low 1n a poſitive determination, And 
there is none upon Earth 1 deſire beſides thee. 

In the expoſtulation there are theſe notes in a dr 
vine Climax. | | 

Firſt, Zuene in Celis? Whom have 1 in Heaven ? 
] ney, Duem preter te £ Whom have I beſides 
thee £ | 


Thicdly, 
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Thirdly, 2uis mihie Who is for me 2 

Firſt , Quem in celis, Whom have I in Heaven 2 
The Holy Trinity is the Ocean of all true felicity 3 
the comfort, the joy and bliſs of Souls, How ſhould 
we long after thee, and the fruition of that happi- 
neſs, which thou haſt laid up for thoſe that fear thee! 
In that moſt glorious ſtate theſe operations are moſt 
ſpecially recommended, and fpoken of by the Scrt- 
ptures, 27s. Viſion, Dilection, and Fruition. They 
ſhall be poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſweet trinity of ſight, 
love, and joy 5 that the ſoul will confeſs, being in 
an ecſtaſie of wonder and amazement, that it could 
not believe thoſe things which now it fees with 
its eyes, in that it can look no way but it beholds- 
unſpeakable glory. And the Soul ſolacing it (elf - 
with infinite content, cryes out, Here will I dwell ' 
and abide for ever*. Now whilſt others lay up trea- *Pat.13z. 
fures on Earth, in Heaven is my Exchequer. Our '* 
ſouls will be irregular like the Planets in their Epi- 
cycles 3 and whilſt we are in the ſphere of fleſh, 
and cloathed with mortality, failing in the Sea of 
this world, there will be winds to create ſtorms : 
but in Heaven there is a perpetual calm 3 no tempeſt 
in it; the Soul will joy- in Gods Everlaſting reſt, 
And this is the divine elevation of David's ſpirit, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee 2 Tt is the glory and 
honour of the ſoul, to be originally from Heaven. 
How fuitable, and how natural is it for the ratio- 
nal ſoul which comes down from Heaven to look 
thither, and tend towards the ſource and. fountain - 
of its Being 1 Os borini ſublime dedit, celimq, tuers - 
jujjit—— How hard a thing 1s-it to keep. the flame - 
from pointing upwards? And with what unwearied 
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diligence do the Rivulets ſeek out the main Octan? 


Such an eager purſuit, ſuch ſtrong:propenſions!(nay 
far ſtronger) may be juſtly expeCted in the foul to- 


wards Heaven, ſeeking the mu aw, things above 3 To 


ſeek there oruay eyaeomrnloy, an habitation not made 
«with hands; awyiov oy tegvors,. Eternal in the Hea- 
:vens, 1n as much as the, exd 15 incomparably greater, 
and the Agent more noble and ative : for God hath 
made us for himſelf, and unquiet is Man's heart until 


It attains him 3 it longs for, and thirſts after the liv- 
ing God, Whom have I in Heaven but thee e 
Secondly, Zuem preter te? Whom have I beſides 
thee 2 Say thou, O Lord, unto my foul, I am thy 
Salvation, and it is enough to bleſs and raiſe me a- 


. bove the Icy hills of worldly joys. For the bleſſed 


Trinity is a Chriſtian's portion, he 1s truly poſleſt 
of nothing but the Deity, Whom: have I beſedes thee 2 
How glorious art thou in Heaven above! and what 
infinite happineſs is there provided for me in thee ! 
One day in thy Courts, O Lord, is better than a 
thouſand elſewhere in the Palaces of ſinful pleaſures, 
or Tabernacles of wickedneſs. How then may1, or 
can take full content or delight in any thing that 
is here below ? For I envy not this globe of Earth, 
nor ſumptuous habitations of the ungodly : becauſe 
all delicious enjoyments in this life without thee, 
will but make a Paradiſe without a Tree of Life. 
King David , weighed them in the: ballance- of the 
Sanctuary, and did not only find them' very light, 
but 8% +» wt, nothing to ſpiritual comfort *. 
Whom have I beſides thee? Thou, O God doſt far 
ſurpaſs all the contents of 1#ae!, as light doth pitch- 
ed darkneſs, thou art the very. joy of my heart, and 
my portion for ever. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, @uis mihi? Who is for me? Who pleads * 
my cauſe in Heaven ? not any Saint or Ange], nor 
yet the Holy Virgin; but thou, O Lord. And do 
not ſome ,doat on Images with the Romaniſts, and 
others on Imaginations with FaCtioniſts; who fall in- 
to the heat of contention, the fire of Schiſm. How' 
| few are in theright way of Gods preſcriptions? which 
is Jehovah Elohenu, Jehovah Echad, the Lord our 
God is one Lord ; the Father Lord, the Son Lord, 
the Holy Ghoſt Lord. And what the tranſcript or 
copy of the world could not, the Sacred pages and 
volumes of Holy Writ have diſcover'd of the Deity ; 
the Co-eternity of the Son of God with the Father, 
the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from both, the 
Unity of the Three in One uncreated Efſence 5 For 


there are three that bear record in Heaven, ((aith St, 1 Epiſt. 5. 
John) the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghoſt , Ch. 7. ver. 


and theſe three are one, Thou art my Creator, my 
Redeemer and my Comforter, which. makes the 
queſtion paſt all queſtion, and needs nofurther diſpu- 
tation, I have'none 1n Heaven but thee. The defire 
of this Celeſtial place and ſtate, cauſeth the Royal 
Prophet to deſpiſe all tranſitory flaſhes and ſparks of 
earthly pleaſures, which 1s the ſecond part, 2iz. Low 
in a poſitive determination, Ard there is none por 
Earth that I deſire beſides thee. | 

The Princes and Monarchs of the world, who are 
retinued with all the: Equipage of: greatneſs, and 
ſtrange variety, of delights; being liberally and a- 
bundantly provided for 3 Silver, Gold, and Jewels 
are theirs, and all Creatures in the Earth; and the 
Air, and. Water are preſſed for theip ſervice : 'yet 
all theſe enjoyments are-nothing without thee; 'Noze. 
| B upon 
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apon Earth 1 deſire beſides thee. Et tecum won, the 


the negation is perſonal, no man for his favour , 
no Creature for its excellency that I defire in the leaſt 
compariſon of thee. For the treaſures of this world 
are but gilded Thorns and concealed Mileries 3 and 
yet how many Shrines and Altars are there erected 
1 mens hearts to this great Idol of the world ? Moſt 


ſcarce acknowledge any other God but this Golden 


Calf, to which they pay their ſervile devotions, 
And when thoughts ſtream towards wealth, Rivers 
are but draughts enough for them. Quod naturd ſa- 
tis eſt, homini non eſt, as Seneca, that grave Mora- 
liſt, fpeaks of Alexander, who had ſwallowed up Da- 
rins and the Indies, and yet in thoſe flouds did 
thirſt, and in that ſurfeit was hungry. If the Earth 
were a Center of Diamonds, and did the Heavens 
ſhower down Pearls into Diana's lap ; and could we 
enjoy the Land with its Minerals of Gold, and the 
Sea with the greatneſs of its treaſure, ſending Ships 
to Tarſhiſh, and fetching Spices from the Eaſt in the 
Navy of Hiram; all theſe things can't ſatiate the 
deſires of the Soul, but are miſerable fruitions with- 
out the glorious Trinity. Then when others lay 
up on Earth, Heaven ſhall be my treaſure. For the 
favour of a Prince is but a pleafing ſnare without 
thee, and therefore 202 eſt in terris, there 3s none up- 
on Earth 1 deſire beſides thee. The world is a The- 
atre of forraw,. a warfare 'and -a bondage, all are 
prifoners, ſome in golden Chains, others in Iron ; 
ſome {laves to poverty, others to riches; ſome to 
honqur, ethers ta'meanneſs: And all theſe are inter- 
woven-with mixt: varieties, as pain and grief, plea- 
ſury'and ſadneſs';:fo that: the greateſt happineſs = 
EN the 
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the world can afford, is not able to fill the unlimi- 
ted defires of the heart, but God only. For the 
world (the Fools Paradife) is full of Vipers, the ob- 
ſcure print of unſound joys, a dream'd ſweetne(s, 
and a very Ocean of gall; and fo there is nothing or 
Berth that I deſire beſides thee. Mundo utamnur, uſe 
we may, but not adore the Creaturez we may look 
upon this fair picture as the work of the Almighty, 
but not eſteem 1t for a Deity or a God, like the foolifh 
Egyptians,or thoſe Perſians that gave veneration on- 
ly to the Juſtre of their Jewels. The Chriſtian ac- 
count (as to Divine Arithmetick * ) is caſt up for + pg, .., 
another world, to be a Denizen of the New Fers- 12. 
falem, an Heir of Eder, a Peer of Paradiſe, a Pearl 
of Vertue, a Star of Glory. Although we are So- 
journers here, however we are Munzcipes Cel, Free- 
men of Heaven, and have the priviledge to be cal- 
led and own'd by God as oumaira tf «1iwy, the 
Fellow-Citizens of the Saints. A Chriſtian 1s called 
pebogdCoy, one that lives in the confines of Heaven 
that whilſt he is here on Earth, he wants but the 
courteous hand of Death to put him into poſleſſion 
of that above]. Heaven then is my home, the Cre- | 2 cor. 5. 
ator my Father, the Judge my Advocate, the Spi- *- 
rit my Conſolation 3 therefore there is nothing on 
Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 

The oppoſition of Notes on both (being the Se- 
cond General) now appears. 

Firſt, In primacy of order, King David is the 
plaſls in which -we may behold Chriſtian praftice. 
In his -thoughts Heaven takes the precedency of 
Earth, Whom have T in Heaven but thee, O Lord? 
This is his firſt care to ſeek * Bzomiaey 18 ©cs the 
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Kingdom of God, here is the primmum mobile that 
moves his heart, his will, and his affe&ions, Hea- 
ven : then the deſire on Earth follows after 3 and it 
is honour enough for this vile Earth to wait upon 
Heaven. Let us not now chaffer Heaven for Earth 
(as ſottiſh Indians truck my Ore for glaſs) and for 
the gaudy nothing of this like, hazard our immortal 
ſouls to everlaſting flames, and for the toyes and va- 


- nities of this world loſe an Eternal Kingdom, and 


for a glorious mortality bid adieu to Heaven, which 
ought to have the precedency in our heart and affe- 
ion. Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may ſee thoſe 
glorious rayes that ſtream from the Divinity, and fo 
beautiful an obje& .will be enough to draw and at- 
trat our hearts unto thee, echoing forth the An- 
them of the Text, Whom have I in Heaven but thee? 


- And there is none upon Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 


Secondly, Take it in the ſenſe of the verbs, habeo 
& defrderavi ; habeo in Celis, I have in Heaven, de- 


| ſideravi in terris, 1 deſire on Earth. Here we tire 


our ſelves with a reſtleſs fancy , ſtill wandering 
through the Creation, but never finding any fatis- 
faction 3 but in Heaven there are all things that 
may delight us,. and ſolace the faculties of our Soul. 
For God 1s a plenitude of light to the underſtanding, 
a multitude of peace to the will, Eternal joy and con- 
ſolation to the memory. And in Heaven all our de- 
fires ſhall be ſatisfied with fruition, and thoſe ex- 
ellencies will always ſupply new and freſh defires 
to the ſoul, which in the beatifcal viſion ſhall en- 
large into that vaſt and infinite ſatisfaction, that it 
ſhall be loſt in the enjoyment and moſt happily plun- . 
ged in that fruition which we ſhall never fully un- 
| —  derſtand, 
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derſtand, but be ſtill more and more happy» in ha- 


ving pleaſures ſo great as to tranſcend our know-, 


ledge. How glorious is that Sun that ſets not ! and 
how clear 1s that day that is not chaſed by the dark- 
neſs of the night! Heaven is that reſplendent re- 
{fidence, and of this bliſs there is ſuch a fullneſs 


that our heads are too thick to underſtand it, or 


if we were able to underſtand it, yet our hearts 
are too narrow to give it entrance; or if our hearts 
could hold it, yet our tongues are too ſtammerin 

to expreſs and utter it*. For the glory of the in- 
viſible heavens out-ſtrips humane capacity, and out- 


goes our invention 3 It is ſuch, as eye hath not 


ſeen, ear heard, nor yet enter'd into the heart of man 


* Mens de- 


ficit, von ſt» 


let, non mea 
tantum ſed 
WO Angelo- 
YUM. St. 


to conceive, what the Almighty, the great Being of ambroſe. 


Beings,. hath prepar'd in Heaven for thoſe that fear 
him. And though ſome vellels contain more than 
others, yet all ſhall be full, there ſhall be no vacuity 
or want in any. | 
Laſily, Take it in the diverſity of the prepoſiti- 
ons, cam & preter, nothing with, nothing befides 
thee O Lord ! Heap up all the riches of the world 


into one pile, till they reach the Stars, and charm 


all the delights of the world into one Circle, and 
enjoy them freely ; yet. there is a deſire in man, 
which looks above them, for whom have 1 in Hea- 
ven but thee? And there is nothing on Earth that 1 
deſire beſides thee. The organ of a Chriſtian Ear is 
not for Earth, its muſick is mixt with too many diſ- 
cords, 'tis Heaven it aims at, the Angels with whom 
it would conſort, and the melody of the ſuperiour 
powersthat yields the moſt abſolute concord. This 
1s the Plaltery that King David ſings to, and is the 


true 
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true E/g of a Chriſtian 3 Whom have I in Heaven but 
Thee ? and there is nothing on Earth I deſire beſides 
Thee. How miſerable are they then, whoſe Plea- 
| ſures only divert them from Cod their Maker. and 
have no other Apology for their Negle& of Hea- 
ven, than what Sm can make ; that court the World, 
and for a fading Embrace exchange a Diadem of 
Bliſs, a Crown of Glory ? 

And here let us raiſe our Thoughts from Earth 
to Heaven, becauſe the Glorious Trinity 1s a fair- 
er Obje& for Contemplation : For m the Glaſs of 
the Trinity, we may behold all Felicity ; it will be 
Joy to Man's Soul, Health to his Body, Beauty to 
his Eyes, Muſick to his Ears, Honey to his Mouth, 
Perfume to his Noſtrils, whole Happineſs to eve- 
ry Part. Therefore, let us no longer doat up- 
on this Mole-hill of Earth, or prize its artificial 
complexioned Pleaſures, Structures of Cedar and 
Vermilion, Garments and Embroideries of Ahol;2b, 
Tables of Delicacies, Couches of Eaſe and Ivory; 
all Things here below are but BraFeata Felicitas, 
Copper leav'd with Gold. If we do but behold 
the Pavement of Heaven ſtuck with Stars, as ſo 
many ſparkling Diamonds; How deſpicable and 
mean 1s the Statelieſt Palace of the greateſt Mo- 
narch ? If the Hangings be fo precious, What muſt 
we think of the Room ? If the Frontiſpiece be ſo 
Glorious, What are thoſe better Parts yet nnſeen ? 
Magnum &+ Mirabile ſub tanta Majeſtate. . O think 
then what Treaſures, what Riches, what Excellen- 
ces are in thoſe Courts above, where the Gates of 
the New-Jeru/alem is beyond the Orient Majeſty of 
Pear], and Streets more ſplendid than pure Gold ; 

where 


—— — 
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where there is no need of the clear Light of the : 


Moor, nor the bright Beams of the Sun! What In- 
effable Glory is in God, the Light of thoſe Heaven- 
ly Tabernacles? Conlider but the Eternal Joyes of 
that Place, and how heartle's and dying is the beſt 
of worldly Pleaſures? Nay, were the whole World 
turned into a Seraglio of Delight, and every Regi- 
on into an Arabia; could every Field become a: 
Paradiſe, and every Obje& that we meet. with, 
bring with it a Magazine of Pleaſure 3 had we all 
the Enjoyments this Life could triumph in; yet 
without God, we ſhould find them diſmal Fruitions. 
Heaven doth as far ſurmount all theſe things, as the 
. Celeſtial Sphere doth this Earthly Globe. And fothe 
Propoſition is made good, That Heaven is a fairer 
Object than Earth for our Contemplation, even the 
Glorious and Eternal Majeſty of the Holy Trinity, 
that is enſhrin'd in an Unity of Eſſence. And Pytha- 
goras, that Old Samian Philoſopher, made Unity the 
Original of all Things, and the Cauſe of all Good 
in the World. And the Fathers under the Allego- 
rical Vail of that Unity, diſcover an undivided 
Deity , & AA nopias Ev% Te % ugror Adaona Oey 
Eras, as if That and Cod were fo inſeparably link' 
together, . that the Thought of Man could not pol- 
fibly part them aſunder. 'Tis a pious Exhortation 
that S* Paul gives the Epheſians to holy Concord *, 
and Unity of Spiritz and lays it down with a triple 
Argument, (knowing that a three-fold Cord is not 
eaſily broken) and admits of no Separation at all, 
unleſs they would ſeem to diſſolve their Religion: 
There is one Lord, whom Chriſtians obey, and there- 
fore no Diſtraction by Service z There zs one Faith, 

| whereby 


*Epheſ. r. 
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whereby they believe, and -therefore no diviſion 
by Creeds 3 there is one baptiſm whereby they get 
entrance into the Church, and therefore no diſtin- 
Eon by initiative grace : and theſe three are more 
peculiarly pgyzdev Teias that Trinity of Unities, 
wherein God by the Miniſtry of the Holy Apoſtle 
appears to his Church as it were in the Shape of three 
Angels. 

Silence now ye warbling Birds, Conſorts of the 
world be ſtill, and hear the Harmony of the Royal 
Prophet ſung in an admirable Air, tune the Inſtru- 
ments of your hearts unto it, Thou art my Portion, 
thou art 7zy Riches. I love the beauty of thine Houle, 
which is no other than thine own Eſſence, and the 
ſole aim of my defire is the place of thy Glory. The 
Diadems and honours of this world are of a ſhort 
ſtanding, and nothing comparable to that Royalty 
which 1s everlaſting, and to that Kingdom which 
knows no end. | 

This world is an Ark wherein are clean and un- 
clean Beaſts; a Park where Goats and Sheep live to- 
gether; a Net where good and bad Fiſh are found : 
But in Heaven, nothing that 1s impure or 1mper- 
fe& can have entry there : In that fair place Solo- 
2101's wiſdom will appear folly, his knowledye ig- 
norance 3 Abſolom's beauty ſhall be there deformity 3 
Samſon's ſtrength ſhall paſs there for feebleneſs, and 
the Riches of all the Kings of the Earth ſhall be there 
as Poverty. The longeſt term of life in our Fore- 
fathers will appear a death, for in Heaven it is 1n tri- 
umph above the reach of dull mortality. A man may 
enjoy the light of the Sun, and walk 1n its glittering 
rayes, and now and then give a glance upon it, 
though 
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though we cannot keep our eye fix'd upon its globe 
- to behold its glory; we may behold its beams re- 
fracted through a cloud ; but we may loſe our light 
by gazing on it 1n its naked beauty, for according to 
an Axiom in Philoſophy, Excelens objeFum ledit 
ſenſume. Pliny prying into the Mountain Veſavins, 
to diſcover the fiery irruptions of Natures Kiln, pro- 
cured his death by his too bold attempts into the 
myſteries of Nature. Surely it cannot but be dan- 
gerous to be too inquilitive into the myſteries of the 
Trinity, which ought rather to be religiouſly ador'd 
than curiouſly ſearch'd into ; it requires rather Faith 
to believe than Reaſon to comprehend and judge : 
for where there 1s a Curtain drawn, if we are (o 
bold to lift it up, we may jultly be ſtruck with blind- 
neſs, even in thoſe things which' before were expo- 
ſed to our view. It is enough that God makes us of 
his Court, though not of his Council. That we 
may be free, though not to rifle his Cabinet, yet to 
fit at his Table, no matter whether on the right hand, 
or left in his Kingdom. Why ſhould we ſtrive with 
danger, what we may be ignorant of with ſafety 2 
In ſuch things admiration is better Piety, than ap- 
prehenfion. Nothing breeds more Atheiſts among 
us than this (the firſt ſpawn of Sin) Curioſity, which 
plucks (till at the forbidden Tree. The Arminians 
will ind a reaſon in us of Gods Decrees. The Soci- 
nians alſo will have a reaſon of his Myſteries, except 
they ſee they will not believe. Our ſight now doth 
diſperſe and loſe it ſelf in the immenſity of the ex- 
tent, for who hath beheld it that he might demon- 
ſtrate it > Not the Angels for they cover their faces; 
much leſs we that dwell in Houſes of Clay, and have 
| C that 


— 
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that ignorance and guiltineſs thoſe glorious Sera- 
phims are freed from, {/2. 6. 2. that cryed one to a- 
nother, and faid, Holy, holy, holy. One of the An- 
cients glofles finely upon it, #7 Jehovam celebrant 
repetendo unum &» idem (Sanftus) trinum agnoſcunt 
ter repetendo quod uni tribuerunt. A Trinity they 
acknowledge 1n that Blefled Unity of the Godhead, 
whilſt they repeat thrice, Holy, holy, holy ; three in 
one, and all three but one God. Therefore let us 
not furniſh our heads only with ſpeculations, but 
laying up Divine things within our hearts, and draw- 
ing them out into our lives in order to practice, wor- 
{hip the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity. 

| The Deity is the ground of our Adoration; and 


as it is neceſlary for every one to be eſtabliſhed 


in this truth, that there is a God, ſo likewiſe that 


*Unitas there is but * one God, and not a plurality, as the- 


daitinttatis 1; - X 
=>" pig 4 blind Idolatrous Heathen imagine. We ought then 


pzralitate tO make God the objeC&t of our higheſt admiration, 


natix and of our greateſt love, to offer Sacritices of Pray- 
i. Auſtin, , - 

ers and Praiſes to him, in all our ways to acknow- 

ledge him, and chearfully do what he commands; 

to truſt in him, and depend: upon him : for our life 

1s lent us for no other end but to be mindful of E- 

ternity, and.caſt up our eyes to Heaven, our future 

happineſs. Azaxagoras being askt wherefore man 

. was made? replyed, To behold the Heavens, For not 

i Pl. 8, A || Star ſparkles there, but 1s a Preacher and Herald 

verſ. 3, to the Majeſty of its Maker. Empedocies likewiſe 

| being demanded why he defired to live in this world? 

Anſwered, only ts Contemplate Heaven, Chriſtiani- 

ty 1s a kind of Religious Aſtronomy. the Contem- 


plation and ſtudy of Heaven. No Geometry or 


meaſuring 
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meaſuring the Earth in the Chriſtian Mathematicks, 
unleſs it be that our Souls might more eaſily take 
footing in Heaven. And as Philoſophy deſcribing 
Lines drawn from the Center of the Earth, may go 
to the Circumference of the Heavens ; ſo, accord- 
ing.to our Comportment in theſe ſhort Moments, 
(wherein are compriz'd the Lines of Life, which 
we are to live on Earth) ſhall be the definitive 
Sentence of an Eternal Abode. Our true Happi- 
nels depends upon our well Management of our 
Time here; and it highly concerns us, to' fore-ſce 
what will be our future State: For in this Life 
we ſow thoſe Seeds, whoſe Fruits either of Miſery 
or Happineſs, we ſhall gather in another World, and 
reap them 1n Eternity. 

Let the Serious Conſideration how ſhort our time 
is on Earth, enforce upon us a Care of Redeeming 
it, and uſe it not to the Maintenance of Wicked- 
neſs and Vice, but the Promotion of true Religion 
and Vertuez that our future State may be as happy, 
as It is ſure to be laſting. There are but few that 
conſider, that their Time here on Earth, 1s but a 
Prologue to an everlaſting State. In this vaſt Eter- 
nity you mult Live; Why do you not let your 
Thoughts be more upon it? Your Minds that love 
to count the days of this narrow Life, extend 
themſclves unto Eternity, where there are no Li- 
mits at all, Tell the Torments of everlaſting Fire, 
the aking Thoughts (if you ean) of a burning Soul, 
that fryes in the Wrath of God to eternal Ages : 
Then number the Joys of Heaven, tell the Notes 
of that Celeſtial Quire, the Hymns of Praiſes that 
they ſing; and though - hadſt a Head as big 
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VI, 22s 


as Archimedes, that could tell how many Atoms of 


| Duſt were in the Globe of the whole Earth ; yer 


all theſe were but as a ſingle Atom, in compariſon 
of thoſe endleſs Joys or Sorrows. .And it is an O- 
racle of infallible Truth, and a Promiſe that remains 
for ever to the Righteous; * Your Foy ſhall remain, 
one ſhall take it from you. Therctore, Heaven is 
the moſt lovely, amiable, and moſt defireable Ob- 
j:a. The Enjoyments of Riches, Honours, King- 
doms, Feaſtings with us in this World, are but ſhort 
and tranſitory z but in Heaven, there ſhall be an 
eternal Feaſt: The Jubilation of the Lamb ſhall be 
for ever, and ſhall be extended to the vaſt dura. 
tion of Eternity. O my Soul, Why doſt thou not 
aſpire, and mount up to the Center and Light of 
Glory, to the Fountain of Beams and Brightneſs, 
from whence thou waſt derived > How happy ſhalt 
thou be, when thou ſhalt lay down corruptible 
Rags of Earth, and being delivered out of the Pri- 
ſon of this wretched Body, may'ſt be thought wor- 
thy to hear the ſacred Songs of that Celeſtial Har 
mony, and the Praiſes of the King Eternal of that 
Glorious Empire 2 How accompliſhed ſha)l thy Ho- 
nour and Glory be, when it ſhall come to thy turn 
ro {ing a gracious Hallelujah ? Join unto all this 
the Pleaſure there is to live in the Company of 


| Angels; to enjoy the grateful Converſation of all 


thoſe excellent and ſublime Spirits, where Arigclical 
Troops make raviſhing Mufickz. and to behold Ar- 
mies of Saints, more bright than the Stars of Hei- 
ven; to contemplate the Sanctity of the Patriarchs, 
the Hope of the Prophets, the Crown of Martyrs, 
the white and flowery Garland of Virgins _ 
or 
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for the Soveraign King, who keeps his Reſidence 
in the midſt of that glorious People, What Tongue 
1s able to ſpeak His Praiſe! O {frae!! Now how 
goodly are thy Tabernacles, how delightful thy 
Pavilions! Gardens water'd with Floods and Foun- 
tains are not ſo flouriſhing, nor ate the frunful Val- 
lies ſo abundant. Let us not then ſuffer our ſelves 
to be abuſed any langer, with the deluſive Appea- 
rances of this World 3 but fix our Eye on Heaven, 
becaule it is a fairer Objce& than Earth, for our Con- 
templation 3 joining with the Royal Prophet, as it 
is 1n the Verge of the Text, Whom have I in Heaven 
but Thee £ 

All the Bleſſings that we do enjoy, are the (weet 
Influences of Heaven upon us, Spiritnal or Tempo- 
ral. 

Firſt, Spiritual Bleſſangs in Heavenly Places, ariſe 
from no other Spring, and are Irradiations of the 
Trinity, and the great Kindneſs of Heaven to Man- 
kind, 1n relation to theſe Souls of ours. The Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt have all done their parts for 
them : The Father gave His only Son, the Son gave 
Himſelf, left his Glory, and endured the bitter 
Death of the Croſs, meerly to keep our Souls from 
periſhing. The tioly Ghoſt is become (as it were 
our Artendanar,. waits upon us with continual Of- 
fers of his Grace, to enable us to do that which 
may pretcive them. Theſe things all the Perſons 
work cqually and inſeparably , in reſpect of the 
Cavſe and Effect; for what One doth, All do: 
yet in cvigruiry, we attribute a diſtinct ACt in re- 
oard of the Order and Object. 
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In Order the original of (1) The Farher Creates, 
AFion 19 aſcribed to the Ger. 1. 1. | 
Father, Foh. 5. 17,19. 


The Nature and Manner 2) The Son Redeems, 


of 7 the Son, al. 3.1; 
Joh. 1. 3. Heb. 12. 


The Efficacy and Power, (3.) The Haly Ghoſt It 
to the Holy Ghoſt, Jluminates, 2 Pet. 1.21. 
- I Cor. 11. 12. Eee 


l =_ Father is to be adored, as altogether of Him- 
elt. 

The Son to be glorified, as that Confubſtantial 
Word. 

The Holy Ghoſt to be magnified, as that Co-eflen- 
tial Spirit, eternally proceeding from Both. 

The Three Perſons in the Trinity is the Ob- 
je& of our Faith, and we daily own it in our 
Creed. 


C1.) We believe in God the Father, who 
made the World. 


(2.) In» God the Son, who redeemd all 
Mankind. 


(3.) 1: God the Holy Ghoſt, who [an@ifies all 
the Ele& People of oby hes 


A Unity of Eſlence, and a Trinity of Order ; 
Ordo originis, though not Regiminis; Co-ordinati- 
Us, 


— 
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24, though not Subordinativas 3 of Priority, though 
not Superiority ; a Firſt, a Second, and a Third, 
though not a higher, lower, and loweſt; for the 
Lord our God is one * Lord; the Godhead or Eſſence 
of God, 1s one undivided. 

Parmenides (who followed Pythagoras) is brought 
in by Plato, Philoſophizing on that old Axiom, 
:y x mx, One, and Many 3 and determined thus, 
That God was #y, 7. e. one Divine Eflence 3 He was 
To & amxynTo, one Immutable Being 3 He Was ty Tb 
a«, one Eternal Being. This Plato diſcourſeth in 
his Philebus at large, ſhewing how a & was mac, 
and mw m7.% x, One, was Many, and Many, One. 
And it is not only good Philoſophy, but ſound Di- 
vinity, the Godhead conſidered diverſly ; for the 
manner of Being, 1s Three Perſons in One Eſlence 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 1 John 


3s 
The Father is the Firſt Perſon of the Trinity, 
having Foundation in none, of Perſonal Subſtance. 
(1.) *Ayerzaz, Not begotten to the Father. 


. The Son 1s the Second Perſon in the Trinity, ha- 
ving Foundation of Perſonal Subſtance, of whom 
He is eternally begotten, Joh. 5. 26. 

(2) 141", Begotten to the Son. 


The Holy Ghoſt 1s the Third Perſon in the Tri- 
nity, having Foundation from the Father, and the 
Son; from both which. He eſpecially proceedeth, 
Joh. 14.26. 

(3) exmpevns, Proceeding to the Holy Ghoſt. 


Here 


*Deut.6.4. 
1 Cor, 8.6» 


_ 
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Here is a threefold Unity of Perſons 1n One Na- 
ture, of Natures in One Perſon, of Natures and Per- 
ſons in One Quality. 


In the Firſt is one God. 
In the Second one Chriſt. 
In the Third one Spire. 


All this Unity is but to uſher in a ſingle Deity. 
S* Paul :oncludes all with an #:s @zos, There 3s One 
God, Epheſ. 4. 6. 
And the Soul carrieth an Image of the Unity of 

the Godhead, and Trinity of Perſons, in that there 

' 1s one Soul with three Faculties, of Underſtanding, 
Will, and Memory. Let us all now lift up our 

. Heart and Voice, and praiſe God, chanting forth 
the Anthem of the Seraphims, for the Redemption 
of the World by our Lord Fej4s Chriſt, the Second. .,. 
Perſon of the Trinity z concluding with S* Baſ's 
Liturgy, 6 £25 9 Þeos nugpy, 0 + ovegriov apmy 7 Teg= 
olu Ti mars 195us, O God our God, who haſt ſent 
this Heavenly Bread, the Food of all the World, Our 
Lord JeſusChriſt, to be to us a Saviour, a Redeemer. 

| Therefore, with Angels and Arch- Angels, and all 

| the Company of Heaven, we laud and magnihe thy 

Glorious Name, ever more praiſing Thee, and ſay- 

ing, Hol, holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven and 

Earth are full of thy Glory. 


þ. Secondly, As Spiritual, ſo Temporal Bleſlings are 
| the Product of Heaven. This Day 1s a Signal In- | 
1 ſtance, and carries with it the Pomp of Blaze. and | 
Splendour, as it is the Anniverſary of His Majeſty's 


happy 
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happy Birth and Nativity. And that Divine Pro- 
vidence that brought him this day into the world, 
hath led him by the hand of his viſible goodneſs. 
Ever ſince he entered the porch of life, and walked 
upon the pavement of. the Earth, He has had the 
Royal Charter of Heaven and enjoy'd the teſtimo- 
nies of God's ſpecial care, even a Writ of Prote&i- 
on, * Touch not mine Anointed, do my Prophet 19 * i Chron. 
harm. ,His life hath been a continued ſeries of Dj- 1% 22+ 
vine Favour. The Adverſary hath not been able 
to do him violence; the Son of wickedneſs c- 21d 
not hurt him : but he hath ſmitten down his toes 
before his face, cloathed them with ſhame, and 
wounded them that hated him. . The great Majeſty 
of Heaven was a Helmet of Salvation unto him, a 
ſtrong Tower of Defence againſt his cruel Enemies, 
Domeſtick and Foreign, at hore and abroad. | 

Firſt, Cruel Enemies at home, who inveſted their 
Dd», ord with the Authority of Law, and made them- 
ſelves after the Image of a King, and uſurp'd the 
Scat Royal, chang 'd the Kingdom unto a State, and 
Monarchy into a Commonwealth. This was in the 
time of our late troubles and confulions, when Mo- 
narchy was ſhaken off, Relizion and Property were 
loſt, and Laws and Liberty were with no ſmall vio- 
lence invaded, (being as in the days of Feroboam®) * x Kings 
whoever would, were conſecrated Prieſts of the 13: 33+ 
high places. And when Souldiers turn'd Preachers, 
every att of Providence that ſeems to favour their 
Deſigns ſhall be the voice of God, Every opportu- 
nity to do miſchief to ſuch as they oppoſe, ſhall be 
interpreted a Command from Heaven to do it*, * Judg s- 
Curſe ye Meroz was the Texts, Rapine and Plunder *3' 
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the Comment and the Uſe. Wars founded as loud 
from the Pulpit as the Drum, as if it had been the 
task of the Heavens to Kill and ſlay, and for its Arms 
hung in the Zodiack, Man's Anatomy, to ſhew they 
were born with thoſe that aroſe of the Dragon's 
Teeth in the Poet, Mutuzs perire gladizs, to bleed 
to death on one another's Swords. And here I 
may lead your thoughts to the unnatural Civil War 
in our Brittiſh Ifte 3 and the ſight of one Aceldama, 
one field of blood will raiſe up Mens careleſs thoughts 
to a due valuation and prateful apprehenſion of the 
comforts we enjoy under our moſt Gracions Sove- 
reign. He that has eſcaped with him in Jeb to bring 
news of Rapine and Violence, can beft tell us what 
It 1s to ſee a flourifhing Land become a Sea of Blood; 
becauſe War playes Plwzy's Cockatrice, annoying 
whatſoever it doth touch. He can tell us what it 1s 
to ſee the Horſe in equal ſtate with its rider, both. 
of them weltering in their own gore. He can ſhew 
us what it 1s to ſee the obedient Son run over his 
flain Father to eſcape the hands of his own Executi- 
oner. He can ſhew us what it is to ſee the burning 
of Cities, and the woful Inhabitants Martyr'd in the 
flames. He can complain to us (as the Orator to the 
Athenians) whatſoever they gain in their thrifty 
Peace, they are deprived of by thoſe conſuming 
Tumults. Many in this Nation have witneſs'd the 
Truth of it with their Eyes, and its Horrour with 
their Tears: O then pray for the Peace of Jeruja- 
km that love her; and confequently, for the Life 
and Proſperity of the Monarch of. Great Britain , 
King Charles the Second, our dread Soveraign, the 


Co hght of our Eyes and the * breath of our Noſtrils; 


who 
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who cauſes malignant vapours to vaniſh, and dilpels 
thoſe clouds of miſchief by his Princely power that 
would turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into 
Faction, cry up priviledge to invade Regal Preroga- 
tive, and under the notion of the Preſervers of our 
Peace, and Defenders of our Liberties, reach out 
their hand to turn the ſtream of Royalty, and ſubvert 
an excellent Monarchy into a Tyrannical Repub- 
lick. The Fallacy having been put on the Kingdom, 
and Cheat ated once before, it will not calily pre- 
vail with men of ſober and rational judgments, to 
renounce their Religion (the beſt in the world) or 
their Loyalty and obedience to the beſt of Kings, 
whoſe Princely Goodneſs isnot more tender ofthe Im- 
perial Crownand Dignity,than of the Peace and txan- 
quillity of the Subject. The one as it regards Royal 
honour, the other the care of his people, to cauſe 
Religion happily to flouriſh, and Liberty, Laws 
and Property to be fafe and inviolable, (with the 
Bleſſings of Heaven) notwithſtanding the ſubtile in- 
ſinuations and cunning Stratagems of the old ene- 
mies of Monarchy and the Church to throw us back 
into a relapſe 3- which reminds us of the late Rebel- 
lion, when men in Buff durſt proclaim themſelves 
the only Legal Authority of the Nation : and theſe 
like a mighty Torrent did drive all before them, 
with an unruly violence, brake down the banks of 
Ecclefiaſtical diſcipline , making no difference be- 
twixt things Sacred and Common , ſwallowed up 
Churches with their Revenues , and laid deſolate 
SanRuaries of Piety and Religion. Here we may 
wail out an Epicediunmz, War and deſolation , Po- 
verty and paleneſs, and -—— rolld in _— 
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hearing the woful groans of dying Men, and bitter 
lamentations of Children for their Parents. The Or- 
phan blubbers his cheeks, and ſighs with Eliſha, 0 


my Father, my Father. Now David breaths out an 


Elegy, and, O Abſolozr, Abſolom! my, Sow, my Son ! 
And Rachel likewiſe weeps, and will not be comforted, 
becauſe they are not. Theſe were the miſeries this 
Kingdom groan'd under, after the: Barbarous and 
horrid Murder of that Glorious Martyr King Charles 
the Firſt, of ever Bleſled Memory. And o it con- 
tinued under the heavy yoke of an infolent Uſurpa- 
tion, till his Majeſty's happy Reſtauration, actual 
Government, and Gracious Reign over us in Peace 
and quietneſs, ſecurity and freedom. © Theſe tempo- 
ral enjoyments, we owe their happineſs (under God) 
to the prudent ConduQt.of Regal Majeſty. And here 
take this Theſis or Doctrine by way of affirmative 
poſition. : | | 

If the Church be depriv'd of Kingly Majeſty, ſhe 
1s as apt to be infeted with home-bred Errours as 
Foreign injuries; * for when there was no King in 
Iſrael, every man did what was right in his own 
eyes. . We ſee then the Office of a King is attended 
with as much burthen as juriſdiction. He muſt en- 
counter with Adverſaries. For has the Holy Oyl 
been pour'd upon his head, and the Crown ſetled 
upon it by Divine Providence , -which over-rulcs 


Nature? He that has given him the Crown, gave 


the Sword alfo.to ſecure and guard it :- and as it was 


 Fadah's Prerogative to ſway the Royal Scepter, 10 
alſo to yield Protection 3 for the King is Cſtos utri- 
 aſque Tabule, Defender of the Faith, and a Nurſing 
Father to the Church. - And the Princely Power, and 


Soveraign 
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Soveraign Authority (with God's Bleſling) may ſtill 
preſerve the trife and ancient conſtitution both of 
Church and State from Anarchy and Diſorder, from 
Popiſh Superſtition and Fanatical Faction.” For the 
King has his Authority over us from Heaven uve:©- 
x15 Bannas, the Lord ſets up Kings, ſaith the 
Father : And Ex Auws Bananes, Kings are from God, 
ſays. the Heathen. Therefore I muſt be ſubject; 
purely out of Conſcience, for the Lord's ſake. The 
Religion of the Church of Rome (like the Laws of 
Draco) are written in Bloud, advanced by Policy, 
and propagated by Violence : whereas Chriſtianity 
never uſed the Sword (the Kingdom-of Heaven is 


another. kind of * warfare) Chriſtianity came atti- *2Cor. 10. 


red into the world with the white of Meekneſs, Hu- 4: 
mility, and Patience. Chriſt the Prince of Peace, ne- 
ver 'pull'd the Crown from any Prince's head, but 
commands: the payment of all Daties to Ceſar, and 
acknowledgeth Pzlate's power to be from above. Nor 
did any of his followers ever rebel againſt their 
Prince,. uſurp the State, or diſturb the Government 3 
and though it was their unhappy fate at firſt to he 
accuſed as Faftious and Seditious, yet none were 
better Subjects, nor teſtified their Allegtance more 
to Authority. S* Purl in the days of Heathen Per- 
ſecution and Tyranny lays down this Hypotheſis, 
There is no Power but of God: the Powers that be 
Sim T8 Oe TTayphrim an, are ordained of God. 
If Religion. be pretended, an Heathen muſt not be 
reſiſted. if Tyranny, 'tis damnation to oppoſe a 


Nero. They that reſiſt ||, ſhall receive, taumis uetyug || Row: 15. 
ainlovlau, the wrath and judement of God, faith the © 


Apoſtle. And the Church of Ernegland' teaches no 
other 


_ 
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other Do&@rine than what was taught by the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles themſelves, 2. ez Obedience and 
Submiſſion to Kings and Governours. In the Pro- 
phecy of Obadzah, they are called Zones, Savionrs, 
or Deliverers. In Ezekiel's Language they are avyud- 
yss Shepheards, to Feed and Rule the People. In 
S* Paul's they are A«T8pyr 78 Ov, God's Miniſters ; 
*Exod. nay Elohim, Gods * by Office and Deputation, to 
22. 28 Govern the affairs of Men on Earth. The Apoſtles 
alſo charged thoſe whom they imploy'd in fetling of 
the Churches, to put them in mind to be ſubject to 
i| Titus 3- Principalities || awd Powers, and to Obey Magiſtrates. 
” AndS* Peter's Exhortation is, Sabmrit your ſelves to c- 
* 1 Pet. 2. very Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake *, not only 
i3- unto the King ws ump#zorn 45 ſapreanm, but nnto Go- 
Pernours ws OY wurs Tejemyevois, #s being ſent by hi. 
Rebellion then is as the Sir of Witchcraft, and Diſc- 
11Sam-15 bediemce as the Iuiquity of Idolatry||. For whoſoe- 
ver diſobeys the Vice-Roy, affronts the Soveraign ; 
they fight againſt God, and attempt to crofs the de- 
crees of Heaven, and fruſtrate the Counſel of the 
* Prov. 8. Moſt High, who ſays, By wwe Kings * Reign. And it 
is the Afſertion of P/ato, That a Kingdom is ©uy &- 
Icy, a4 Divine Good, which imprints on our minds 
a double inſtruction, to Fear God and Hoxonur the 
King, 1 Pet. 2. 17. Firſt to adorn the Chriſtian 
| Religion with Holineſs and Piety of life. Tt is Re- 
ligion that ennobles Man, ereds his affe&tions, and 
eſtates him in a happineſs above nature 3 alters his 
very being, and puts him in oppoſition to what he 
was before. Religion is the moſt effectual inſtru- 
ment to reform mens lives, and bring them into an 
hatred of their Vices, which all Moraliſts, eſpecially 


the 
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the Pythagoreans, after all their Induſtry, defpaired 
of What Reports Diogenes, Laertizs, and Valerins 
Maximus, make of Polemws, the Convert of Zero, 
are but mean and low things, if compared with 
the Ads, and glorious Succeſs of Chriſtianity z whoſe 
Vertue and Influence upon Men's Conſciences , ina- 
bles them to fubdue Self, overcome their Vices, 
check the impetuous Force of their Paſſions, and 
withſtand their own carnal and ſenſual Inclinations, 
the greateſt and moſt noble Conquelt, 

As the Luſtre of Chriſtianity was thus bright 
and - glorious, in the Primitive Conſtitution 3 {o 
was the Hanour of its Profeſſors, that they were 
of ſuch Piety and Integrity, that their Adverſaries 
confeſs'd, that their Religion was their only Ruin. 

Let us therefore be ſo ſtedfaſt in our Religion, 
unſhaken in our Faith, ſo conſtant in our Devoti- 
on, and holy and unſpotted in our Lives, that Wiſ- 
dom may be juſtified not only of her Children, but 
Enemies alſo :. which lays the greateſt Obligation on 
us, to live the moſt Holy and Religious Lite towards 
God: For were we more Holy and Righteous 
in our Ways, and did we walk in Newnels of 
Life, we ſhould more convince the World of the 
Truth of our Religion. Holineſs (faith the Pſalmiſt) 
becomes (O Lord) thine Houſe for ever. No Gar- * Pal. g3, 
ment becomes the Church ſo well, as the Garment 5 
of Holineſs. It is Sanity, that is the Churches 
Glory: It is the Ephod of Purity, that is the 
Churches Excellency. Our firſt: Creation: ſet be- 
fore us, as Hieroglyphicks before the Egyptians, 
whoſe very Shapes and Figures were Dodtrinal; and 
by a kind of Oratory, preach'd the SpeQatours Du- 


ty.. 
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ty. What elſe means the Image of God 1n the-Soul, 
but that it might continually act and work accord- 
ing to the Pattern, viz. Godlineſs, after whoſe Like- 
neſs it was created according to Holineſs and Per- 
feftion, which it brought down from Heaven 3 that 
reflecting ſtill upon the fame Image, it might be 
holy as Pr. zs || holy. For a Holy Lite, and Chriſtian 
Works, are the very way to the glorious Viſion, 
and Fruition of the great God, in an everlaſting 


blefled Life: * Therefore, Fear God, and honour 


the King, which is the beſt Chriſtian Practice, and. 


brings me to the next Gradation 1n our Diſcourſe, 
viz, To crown our Zeal with Loyalty to the King; 
for. He is Eimwy be ewbuy®., wears God's Image, 
and beautifies the World with Order: and Govern- 
ment 3 whereby ſo many Millions of Men do breath 
the Life of Peace and: Comfort. For, Whither would 
the Fury of Mens Paſſions lead them, if they were 
not bounded with Authority, and ſubdu'd to an 
awful Subje&tion by the higher Powers? Religion 
would quickly feel a heavy Deſtiny, and the World 
be drown'd in Blood, as it was once in Water. 


The Sword of Authority 1s put into the Hand of 


the King, by Almighty God. To the like Senſe al- 
ſo, is that of Neſtor to Agamemnon: : 


Azwy too avat. wmuZevs evade 
3 ? 


Swileg T 10 FM — 


Jove lent thee thy Scepter and Juriſdiction. The 


King's Power is from God; and for any private 


Perſon, or any Club of Subjefts to wreſt it ' out, is 
a double: Uſurpation. - 'g ve 


Firſt, 
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_ Firſt, They invade God's Sovereignty, who ſaith, 
[| Vengeance 3s mine. 


I 
Secondly, The Princes Prerogative, whoſe Of- 


fice is to Prote&t and Puniſh : Rewards to Vertue 
and Merit, as well as Puniſhment to Sin and Vice, 


are diſpenſed: A *Terronr to evil ders (faith the +, ps, ,, 


|| Rom. 12> , 
9” 


Text) and a Praiſe to them that do well, There- 14. 


fore, Honour the King. 

Secondly, As the Goodneſs of Heaven {ſhines in 
the Preſervation of our Royal Sovereign, from the 
Uſurpation of cruel Enemies at Hozzez fo likewiſe, 
Divine Providence has guarded him from Foreign 
Attempts of unreaſonbble Men Abroad ; and made 
the Plots and Conſpiracies of theſe (worſe than 
Heathens) of none Effe& ; and deliver'd our King, 
and our Princes, our Nobles, and the Heads of our 
Tribes, the Governours of our Church, and Judges 
of our Land; nay, the whole Commons of this 
Realm, from a fearful Deſtrution, that would have 
ſwallowed them up: For, when the Ax 1s laid to 
the Root of the Tree, to cut off Sovereignty, and 
deſtroy the Lord's Anointed; the reſt of the Peo- 
ple, who are the Branches, muſt expect lopping. 
The reſtleſs Emiſſaries of the Church of Rowe, whe- 
ther Prieſts, Jeſuits, or Colledge of Cardinals, give 
daily Proof of their inveterate Malice againſt the 
King, the Government, and Proteſtant Religion ; 
thinking that New Maſlacres are the moſt effeftual 
courſe, to ſtop the Cry of the Old; and that the 
readieſt way to ſilence their Adverſaries, is to make 
them Inſtances of the Truth of the Aceuſation. 

If the Great God of Heaven (who refrains the 
Spirits of Men that delight in. Blood) had not been 

E gracious 
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gracious to our King and Kingdom, you had not 
this Day been Auditors, nor I Speaker of this 
Theme; but all of us miferable Spectatours of the 
contrary: And the Pope's Triple Crown would 
have been ſet with many Red-Roſes of great Tri- 
umphs 10 Proteſtant Blood. But Heaven h2th pre- 


ſerved our Church from Ruin and Confuſion, from * 


the ſpreadings and prevailings of Errours, Hereſies 
and Schiſms, Superſtition and Idolatry, which ſtrive 
to oppreſs us, and to eclipſe the Truth and Purity 


of Doctrine, which is our Churches Glory. 


Lafily, As Divine Providence and Goodneſs did 
this Day bring into the World our gracious Sove- 
reign, and hath hitherto preſerv'd Him from all E- 
nemies, Domeſtick and Foreign: So the ſame ſpe- 
cial Grace and Favour of God, did this Day bring 
home and reſtore to us our King 3 a Prince of ſo 
much Clemency and Mercy, that He is inferiour to 
none that {ways a Scepter, or {its upon a Throne. 
His Reſtauration was wonderful, without any Effy- 
ſion of Blood. The Voice of War 1s changed into 
Proclamations of Peace, the Clattering of Swords 
and Spears is turned into the ſweet Melody of 
Harps, and the harih Tones of Death into a Plalm 
of Thankſgiving. O Lord, thou art became. gra- 
cious unto thy Land, and haſt turn'd away 'the 
Captivity of Facob : Praife therefore waits on:'Thee 
in Zior, and unto Thee ſhall the Vow be perform'd 
We celebrate the Memory of this 
thy Mercy, in reſtoring our King, and with 
Him the free Profeſſion of true Religion and: Wor- 
ſhip. What doth God require now both . frons 
Prince and People, brit the Acknowledgment of 

hb his 
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his Favour? He that will not glorifte God, as the 
Father of Merciesz in the Rigour of Juſtice, God 
may glorifie Himſelf in his eternal Ruin. If we 
prove not the Heralds of his Glory, Examples ſhall 
we be of his Juſt Indignation. All taſting Mercy, 
all ſhould be Thankful; and though all have nor 
Frankincenſe, yet every one may have praiſe. Te Dex 
laudamus, we praiſe-thee, O God; our Souls do 
magnifie the Lord. We praiſe God in his SanGua- 
ry, and in the Firmament of his Power, for his 
mighty Acts, and according to his excellent Great- 


neſs, Praiſe him with the Sound of the Trumpet, 


with Pſaltery and Harp, with ſtringed Inſtruments 
and Organs 3 ſhew your ſelves joyful before the 
Lord the King, Let every thing that hath Breath, 
praiſe the Lord. : 

Let us now dire& our Prayers and Supplications 
to the Glorious and Eternal Trinity, that all Ble(- 
fings, Divine and Human, Spiritual and Temporal, 
like the precious Ointment of Aaroz's, may be pour'd 
out on the Head of our Royal Sovereign, Length 
of Days on his Right Hand, on his Left Riches 
and Honour ; That his Reign may be Glorious, and 
bis Regal Virtues after this Life crowned with Im- 
mortal Glory. And We, with the Reſidue of God's 
holy Church, may riſe to that incomprehenſible 
endleſs Felicity z where the Bleſſings of the Trini- 
ty in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, wyll gloriouſly 
ſhine upon our Souls for evermore. 

Now, unto the King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſi- 
ble, and only Wiſe God, be aſcribed all Honour and 
Glory, for ever and ever, | 
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